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Article Info Abstract

The English language, renowned for its complexity and adaptability,
Received: 2¢ Nov, 2024 contains numerous peculiarities in grammar, vocabulary, and
peview ;g:: sy pronunciation. This study aims to analyze these distinctive features,
Published: 11t Nov, 2024 exploring the historical, linguistic, and sociocultural factors contributing

to the language's evolution. Through qualitative research methods, this
study gathers insights from linguistic scholars and examines literature
prior to 2020 to provide a comprehensive understanding of these
peculiarities. Findings reveal that English’s uniqueness stems from
historical language borrowing, irregular spelling conventions, and
evolving usage norms, impacting both native and non-native speakers.
Recommendations are provided to support English learners and
educators in navigating its idiosyncrasies.
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Introduction

English, as a global lingua franca, is
characterized by unique linguistic traits that
distinguish it from other languages. Due to its
rich history of language contact, colonization,
and cultural exchange, English has evolved to
incorporate diverse elements from numerous
languages (Crystal, 2012). These peculiarities,
including irregular spelling rules, inconsistent
grammar, and extensive vocabulary, pose
challenges to language learners and warrant
scholarly attention. This study investigates these
unique aspects, with a focus on their origins,
characteristics, and implications in contemporary
language use.

Literature Review
Grammar

English grammar poses challenges primarily
because of its irregularities and exceptions to
standard rules, particularly for non-native
speakers. Recent studies indicate that English
grammar's complexity often stems from
historical influences, which contribute to
irregular verb forms, noun pluralization, and
inconsistent syntax rules (Toci, 2020) . Learners
find difficulty in mastering English's tense
structures and verb conjugations, especially due
to verb forms that do not align with direct
translations from their native languages
(Cambridge English, 2020). Additionally, Thaine
(2021) underscores the role of idiomatic
expressions  in  complicating = grammar
acquisition, as they frequently do not adhere to
standard grammar rules, making them
challenging for learners to understand and use
effectively Cambridge University Press &
Assessment

Pronunciation

Pronunciation is widely recognized as one of the
most challenging aspects of learning English,
given the language’s lack of phonetic
consistency. English has many sounds, such as
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the “th” in "the" or "think," which are not present
in many other languages, leading learners to
substitute familiar sounds in their place. This
problem is compounded by English’s diverse
dialects, where pronunciation can vary
significantly between American, British, and
Australian English (Cambridge English, 2020).
Studies have also shown that many non-native
speakers struggle with vowel length and stress
patterns, further affecting their intelligibility in
spoken English (Thaine, 2021)

A study by Arta Toci (2020) highlights that
pronunciation issues are often tied to learners’
lack of exposure to native speech, inadequate
teaching methods, and insufficient practice,
which hinder their ability to acquire accurate
pronunciation. This misalignment between
spoken sounds and written language, which lacks
a phonetic basis, makes English notably more
difficult than other languages with phonetic
consistency.

Vocabulary

The vastness of English vocabulary, which
includes a significant number of loanwords,
synonyms, and polysemous (multiple-meaning)
words, adds to the language's complexity. A
significant issue is the extensive use of phrasal
verbs, such as "give up" or "take off,” which
often carry meanings not easily inferred from
their components (Cambridge English, 2020)

The language also borrows from various other
languages—Latin, Greek, French, and German,
among others—which results in a rich but
complex vocabulary base that confuses learners
who must contend with subtle distinctions in
meaning (Thaine, 2021). To¢i (2020) explains
that non-native speakers frequently struggle to
acquire vocabulary at an advanced level due to
these peculiarities, as they must learn different
words that have overlapping meanings, requiring
substantial contextual understanding to use
correctly.

Learners face particular difficulty with
homonyms, words that are spelled or pronounced


https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2021/09/09/pronunciation-practice-student-motivation/
https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2021/09/09/pronunciation-practice-student-motivation/

the same but have different meanings, which is
especially problematic in academic and
professional communication (Cambridge
English, 2020).

Theoretical Framework

This study leverages Second Language
Acquisition (SLA) theory, particularly focusing
on Interlanguage Theory, which suggests that
learners develop a unique linguistic system that
reflects elements from both their native language
and English. This framework helps explain why
learners persistently make specific errors,
particularly in pronunciation and grammar, as
they negotiate between familiar and new
linguistic rules (Ellis, 2021)

. Error Analysis is another framework employed
to understand common mistakes that emerge
from these peculiarities, as it identifies areas
where learners struggle due to the irregular
features of English (Thaine, 2021)

Research Objectives

1. To explore the historical factors
contributing to the peculiarities in
English.

2. To identify specific linguistic features
that make English challenging for
learners.

3. To analyze the impact of English’s
peculiarities on language education and
learning.

Research Questions

1. What are the historical origins of
English's linguistic peculiarities?

2. Which aspects of English grammar,
vocabulary, and pronunciation are most
unique?

3. How do English’s peculiarities influence
language acquisition among learners?

Significance of the Study
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Understanding the peculiarities of English holds
significance for linguists, educators, and
learners. Insights from this study will help
educators tailor their teaching approaches to
address the challenges posed by English's
irregularities, thereby facilitating a smoother
learning process. Additionally, this research
contributes to the broader field of linguistic
studies by elucidating the complexity and
evolution of English.

Rationale

The peculiar features of English often hinder
comprehension and fluency, especially for non-
native speakers. By investigating these unique
aspects, this study provides a foundation for
educational strategies that can help mitigate these
challenges, benefiting both teachers and learners
of English.

Research Methodology
Population

The population of this study includes linguists,
English educators, and advanced English
language learners with experience in navigating
the language's peculiarities.

Sample

A purposive sample of 30 individuals,
comprising linguists, English teachers, and non-
native English speakers with advanced
proficiency, is selected to provide diverse
perspectives.

Data Collection Tool

Semi-structured interviews and a review of
relevant academic literature on English language
peculiarities are used as primary data collection
tools.

Data Collection Technique



Data is gathered through in-depth interviews
with participants and document analysis of
previous studies on English’s unique features.

Data Analysis

Thematic analysis is conducted to identify
recurring themes and patterns related to the
peculiarities of English. These themes are then
compared with existing literature to validate the
findings.

Findings

The findings reveal that the peculiarities of
English largely stem from its historical
borrowing from other languages, the absence of
a phonetic spelling system, and grammatical
irregularities. Participants highlighted that these
features create challenges, particularly in
pronunciation and comprehension for learners.
Additionally, the lack of standardized rules often
leads to varied interpretations, making English a
flexible yet complex language.

Discussion

The findings of this study reinforce several
established challenges faced by learners of
English, including grammatical irregularities,
pronunciation difficulties, and vocabulary
complexities. These findings are consistent with
prior studies that highlight the unique structural
and phonetic features of English, which often
diverge significantly from learners' native
languages, thereby complicating the acquisition
process.

Grammar

The study's findings on grammar peculiarities
align closely with Tog¢i’s (2020) research, which
noted that English grammar presents numerous
exceptions to conventional rules, particularly
regarding irregular verbs, pluralization, and tense
structures. These issues resonate with findings by
Cambridge English (2020), which emphasize
that learners often struggle with English because
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it combines elements from multiple language
families, leading to structural inconsistencies.
Ellis (2021) also corroborates this, suggesting
that English’s unique historical development,
influenced by Latin, Germanic, and Romance
languages, has resulted in a complex grammar
system that challenges learners accustomed to
more regular, rule-bound languages. The study's
results support the Interlanguage Theory within
SLA, indicating that learners develop an
idiosyncratic language system as they attempt to
adapt English’s grammatical peculiarities into
their existing linguistic frameworks (Ellis, 2021).

In contrast, this study’s findings diverge from
research emphasizing the simplification of
English grammar for global communication.
Some scholars argue that English is increasingly
evolving toward simplified structures in informal
and digital contexts, especially in English as a
Lingua Franca (ELF) settings (Seidlhofer, 2021).
ELF researchers assert that such contexts often
disregard traditional grammar rules, emphasizing
communicative efficiency over strict
grammatical accuracy. However, the present
study suggests that grammar complexity remains
a substantial barrier for learners in more formal,
academic, or professional contexts, where
accurate grammar is still valued.

Pronunciation

The challenges surrounding English
pronunciation, as highlighted in this study, are
well-supported by Thaine (2021), who found that
non-native speakers often struggle with English's
inconsistent phonetic patterns, leading to
persistent pronunciation issues. Similar findings
are evident in research by Cambridge English
(2020), which underscores that English
pronunciation is further complicated by dialectal
variations, such as American, British, and
Australian English, each with distinct sounds and
stress patterns. This aligns with the study’s
results, as learners encounter difficulty mastering
English pronunciation due to its phonetic
irregularities and regional variations, which can
confuse learners exposed to multiple dialects.



This study also aligns with Error Analysis
Theory, which suggests that the errors learners
make in pronunciation are systematic and often
reflect phonetic transfer from their native
language. For instance, sounds that do not exist
in a learner’s language, such as the "th" sounds,
are often substituted with similar sounds,
affecting intelligibility. By confirming these
patterns, this study’s findings echo theories that
advocate for targeted pronunciation training,
particularly focusing on sounds that are absent
from learners’ native languages (Togi, 2020).

On the other hand, these findings differ from the
research suggesting that global English is
becoming more flexible in its phonetic norms.
Seidlhofer (2021) argues that pronunciation in
ELF contexts often prioritizes mutual
intelligibility rather than adherence to native-like
pronunciation. While this perspective is gaining
traction, particularly in international business
and communication, the study at hand
emphasizes that pronunciation issues remain
significant for learners who seek native-like
proficiency or who require clear pronunciation in
academic or professional settings.

Vocabulary

Regarding vocabulary, the study’s findings
reinforce research by Ellis (2021) and Cambridge
English (2020) regarding the challenges posed by
English’s extensive vocabulary, which includes a
vast array of synonyms, polysemous terms, and
idiomatic expressions. These aspects of
vocabulary, especially phrasal verbs and
homonyms, are challenging for learners, who
often lack contextual clues to discern subtle
differences in meaning. Toci (2020) highlights
similar issues, noting that non-native speakers
find it difficult to navigate English vocabulary
due to its complexity and reliance on idiomatic
usage. This study confirms that vocabulary
acquisition in English is hindered by such
peculiarities, suggesting the need for more
contextualized and culturally aware vocabulary
teaching methods.
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In contrast, the findings diverge from studies
advocating for simplified English vocabulary in
ELF contexts. For instance, ELF proponents
argue that simplified vocabulary use, focusing on
high-frequency words and commonly understood
terms, can promote effective communication in
international settings (Jenkins, 2021). The
present study, however, highlights that learners
aiming for academic or professional English
proficiency still need to grapple with English’s
complex vocabulary to ensure clarity and
precision in communication.

Theoretical Implications

The findings align closely with Second Language
Acquisition (SLA)  theory, especially
Interlanguage Theory, as learners develop a
personalized linguistic system influenced by both
their native language and English. This explains
persistent grammatical and pronunciation errors
as learners attempt to integrate English’s unique
rules into their own language frameworks (Ellis,
2021). Error Analysis further supports the
study’s findings by emphasizing that learners'
mistakes in pronunciation, grammar, and
vocabulary often follow systematic patterns,
reflecting the influence of their native language.
This theory provides insight into why learners
struggle with English's  peculiarities and
underscores the need for tailored instruction that
addresses these unique challenges (Toci, 2020;
Cambridge English, 2020).

Recommendations

1. Incorporate Phonetic Instruction:
Emphasize phonetic learning in English
education to help learners navigate
irregular pronunciation patterns.

2. Simplify Grammar Rules: Introduce
simplified grammar guides for non-native
speakers to ease the learning process.

3. Encourage Historical Context
Learning: Educators should provide
historical insights into English to help
learners understand the origins of its
peculiarities.
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4. Develop

Supportive Learning
Materials: Create resources that focus on
common irregularities in spelling and
grammar to assist learners in overcoming
frequent challenges.
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